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our promise; unfunded mandates legis-
lation—we kept our promise; line-item
veto—we kept our promise; a new
crime package to stop violent crimi-
nals—we kept our promise; national se-
curity restoration to our freedoms—we
kept our promise; Government regu-
latory reform—we kept our promise;
commonsense legal reform to end frivo-
lous lawsuits—we are doing this now;
welfare reform to increase school
lunches for poor people, encourage
work, not dependence; family rein-
forcement to crack down on deadbeat
dads and protect our children; tax cuts
for middle-income families, who have
been too long ignored by the Demo-
crats; Senior Citizens’ Equity Act to
allow our seniors to work without Gov-
ernment penalty; and congressional
term limits to make Congress a citizen
legislature.

Mr. Speaker, this is our Contract
With America.
f

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
NEEDED NOW

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I can
report today that one part of the Con-
tract With America is working very
well: Term limits.

You might say, ‘‘LUIS, the Repub-
licans have not even let you vote on
term limits yet.’’ You are right. Actu-
ally, what is working is a different,
very American version of term limits.
It is called the ballot box.

American voters have limited plenty
of terms. In fact, since 1990, half the
Members of this House have been sent
home. That is effective term limits.

But we could do even better, by pass-
ing a bill that says American elections
are not only for millionaires and insid-
ers, that says campaigns are for peo-
ple—not for the powerful and privi-
leged.

A tough campaign finance reform bill
would mean real term limits for all of
the career politicians who talk a good
game about citizen legislators by sup-
porting the phony Republican term
limits bill that are not retroactive.
Funny, though, I do not see one word
about campaign finance reform in their
contract.

I guess that issue will have to wait
until the last lobbyists have turned out
the lights at a few more thousand-dol-
lar-a-plate Republican fundraisers.
f

SCORE ANOTHER ONE FOR THE
TAXPAYERS

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, score an-
other victory for the American
consumer. Today this House, after
years of failure, will finally bring
about common sense legal reform. An-

other promise kept by the new Repub-
lican majority, and soon we will keep
another promise. We will again honor
our Contract With America by passing
real welfare reform.

We will pass this legislation with the
help of people. People on welfare need
to break the bonds of dependency. They
need hope, not a handout. We will send
a clear message that those who are
able to work will work to support
themselves and their families. Those
who can work but will not will no
longer get a free ride at the expense of
those who have traditionally footed the
bill.

Mr. Speaker, in the coming days we
will hear more of the same from our
liberal friends. There will be whining
and weeping and gnashing of teeth.
They will play fast and loose with the
truth. But we will fight. We will fight
for real welfare reform.

It is time that the hard-working tax-
payers of this country finally get a
break. It is time for welfare reform. We
will finally deliver that to the Amer-
ican people, who have been demanding
it for such a long time.
f

DO NOT FORGET OUR CHILDREN

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, as reported yesterday, it ap-
pears an overburdened and overworked
committee staff person realized that
the Republicans forgot to add 57,000
children to the Welfare Reform School
Lunch Program for the children of our
military personnel. That little mistake
could cost an additional $10 million. To
paraphrase Senator Everett Dirksen,
‘‘A million here, a million there, pretty
soon you’re talking real money.’’

This is often what happens when the
Republicans rush like a runaway train
to reform our welfare system and in-
clude programs like school nutrition
programs, which should be dealt with
in the education system and not wel-
fare reform.

This runaway train left 57,000 kids of
military personnel at the station. But
who else is left at the station? I will
tell you. Twenty-eight hundred chil-
dren in my district alone, and thou-
sands in the State of Texas will have
no school lunch.

Again, the Republican shell game of
promising an increase but cutting ap-
propriations proves that in this shell
game our children are going to be the
losers. Let us not forget our children,
whether it is their school lunches,
whether it is their job training, or
whether it is their education that they
are also cutting next week in the re-
scissions.
f

TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT
WELFARE

(Mr. FUNDERBURK asked and was
given permission to address the House

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FUNDERBURK. Mr. Speaker, I
was Ambassador to Romania in the
1980’s. I watched the Communists ma-
nipulate the people through calculated
half-truths. We call the method the big
lie. To make the big lie work, you tell
a lie so big it staggers the listener.
Then you repeat it over and over until
it is finally accepted as truth.

Mr. Speaker, I have had enough of
the big lie about welfare reform. Day
after day liberal Democrats come to
the floor and repeat that Republicans
are waging a war on poor children.
That is a monstrous lie. What makes it
all the more offensive is that the lie is
peddled by the same people who cre-
ated our welfare nightmare. Their poli-
cies led to the disintegration of the
family, the highest crime rate in the
world, and three generations of Ameri-
cans who do nothing but wait at home
for the next Government check.

Mr. Speaker, the Democrats like
business as usual. They do not seem to
care that their programs have not
worked and they are spritually and fi-
nancially bankrupting our country.
They do not trust the people, they have
no faith in the American spirit.

We reject the notion that Washing-
ton knows best. We support local con-
trol. Why doesn’t the Democrat Party
tell the truth about welfare. Enough of
this big lie.

f

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE
TAXED OFF

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I do
not know if you ever heard about it,
but there is a day called Tax Freedom
Day. This year it is May 5, which
means that every American will work
from January 1 through the 5th of May
just to pay their taxes.

Disgusting. Ridiculous, Congress. Is
it any wonder the American people are
taxed off? But if you want to know
what they are really taxed off about,
when mom and pop go into certain civil
tax courts, they are considered guilty
and even have to provide themselves
innocent.

Ladies and gentlemen of Congress,
there can be no tax freedom in America
when American taxpayers are treated
worse that Jeffrey Dahmer. And let me
tell you this: If we are going to have a
real Contract With America, that con-
tract should be broadened to provide
true tax freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the support
of H.R. 390, and I am asking this Con-
gress before the 15th of April to pass a
true tax freedom bill. The American
people are taxed off.
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